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3rd Grade CCSS Unit of Study

Gooney Bird Greene Series

Purpose for Reading & Learning:

Overall unit purpose is to explore the essential question: What does it mean to be “good” at
something? A good person? A good student? A good teacher?

In addition, each book will explore its own guiding question(s):
Gooney Bird Greene — What are some techniques writers use to create good stories?
Gooney Bird and the Room Mother — Why might we want to make new words “ours” forever?

Gooney Bird is So Absurd — How can words capture our everyday experiences, values, and
feelings?

The teacher should write each essential question on anchor charts/posters. These will be referred
to, discussed, and written on for the duration of this unit.

Pacing Guide

Books in this unit are meant to be read by students — not as read-alouds by the teacher. It is
recommended that students complete each chapter and its activities in one to two days.

Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene (7-10 instructional days)
Book 2: Gooney Bird and the Room Mother (10-16 instructional days)
Book 3: Gooney Bird is So Absurd (/4-18 instructional days)
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Student Texts
1. Gooney Bird Greene by Lois Lowry (2004)
Lexile 590
Synopsis
Watertower Elementary School welcomes a new, unique second grader: Gooney Bird
Greene. With her outlandish fashion sense and incredible ability to tell the best
“absolutely true” stories, Gooney Bird becomes the star of the class. Her classmates will

need her help to become great story tellers, too.

2. Gooney Bird and the Room Mother, by Lois Lowry (2005)
Lexile 660
Synopsis
Mprs. Pigeon’s second grade class cannot find a room mother! Gooney Bird saves the
day, but must keep the identity of the new room mother a secret until the big
Thanksgiving pageant. Will the mysterious room mother come through?

3. Gooney Bird is So Absurd, by Lois Lowry (2009)
Lexile 590
Synopsis
It’s a cold January for Mrs. Pigeon’s second graders, and Gooney Bird warms things up
with a special kind of hat! As the class learns about poetry, they find that there are some
moments in life when writing poetry is the perfect answer!

CCSS Focus

Gooney Bird Greene

RL.3: Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the
sequence of events.

L.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general, academic,
and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal
relationships.

W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Gooney Bird and the Room Mother

RL.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.

L.5: Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
W.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
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Gooney Bird is So Absurd

RL.5: Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a
text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive
part builds on earlier sections.

L.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading,
or listening.

W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames... and shorter time frames... for a
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Unit Components
Included in this unit for each of the texts:

Book Assessment Preview

Lesson Overview

Phonemic Awareness Warm-up

Phonics Practice

Vocabulary List and Activity Menu

Text Dependent Questions for Comprehension and Building Connections
Anchor Chart Samples

Book Assessment

Teacher Resources
Accompanying this unit are sets of documents entitled Resources for Effective Instruction
and Resources: Forms and Reproducibles. In these resources you will find:

Curriculum Design Theory
Differentiation

Think Alouds

Vocabulary Instruction Protocol
Partner Reading Routines

Question Stems for Partner Reading
Character Analysis Charts
Sentence Web

Vocabulary Word Map Examples
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Extensions - Helpful Links

Meet the Author Video

teachingbooks.net

Gooney Bird Greene
Videos demonstrating dances:

www.argentinetangovideos.net

www.teachertube.com/video/tango-37400

www.teachertube.com/video/ballet-167401

www.teachertube.com/video/italian-tarantella-24420

www.watchknowlearn.org/Category.aspx?CategorylD=5762

www.howcast.com category: Dance

Gooney Bird and the Room Mother

www.last.fm/music

jango.com/music/Henry+Mancini?1=0
www.songfacts.com/detail.php?id=676

www.teachertube.com/video/farmer-in-the-dell-vocals-322373

music.cbc.ca
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Gooney Bird Greene

Book Assessment Preview

1. As the second graders in this book learn to become good story tellers, they learn that,
“stories are out there, invisible, and waiting” to be told (page 84). List 3 details from the
book that help the students understand what authors do to create good stories. Write the
page number where you found each detail.

2. Choose one character (not Gooney Bird Greene). Describe how that character changed
from the beginning of the book to the end. Explain what happened to cause that character
to change. Use your character analysis chart and your reflection log to help you.

3. In your book, on page 42, paragraph 11, it says, “Gooney Bird shook her head a little so
that the earrings moved and sparkled in a glamorous way.” What does glamorous mean?
'What other words from the story connect to glamorous? Use your word webs to help you.

4. Gooney Bird tells many different stories in this book. Compare/contrast them. What do
all of her stories have in common? Use your story comparison chart to help you. Use the
names of the stories and/or page numbers in your answer(s).

5. Look on page 41 of your book. Half of the page is written in large font, and the other
half is written in small font. What is the author’s purpose for doing this?
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6. Look back at your character analysis chart. Choose one character. Why is this character
important to the story? What parts of the story support your reasoning?

7. Throughout this book, the author has painted Gooney Bird Greene as a very different,

unique kind of person. However, in the second paragraph on page 82, the author refers to
Gooney Bird as ordinary, and uses the illustration on page 83 to support this claim. Why
might the author have chosen to do that at this point in the story?

8. What are some techniques writers use to create good stories?

Look back at your “Characteristics of Good Stories” chart. Analyze the story that you’ve
written to accompany this book by underlining, in your story, where you incorporated each
of the characteristics listed on the chart. In the space below, write any characteristics that
you did not include in your story. Which of those that you’ve written would you like to
incorporate in your final draft?
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Phonemic Awareness Warmup

THIS SHOULD TAKE NO MORE THAN 4 MINUTES.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational,

general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial

and temporal relationships. Use the words for each chapter listed below. For instructions and a

sample script, refer to Effective Instruction Resources: Vocabulary Instruction Protocol, DAY 1

Part I.
Chapter 1 Chapter 2 | Chapter 3 Chapter4 | Chapter 5 Chapter 6 | Chapter 7
absolutely | palace consumed | glamorous direct contentedly | ordinary
admiration | suspense | admiring distressed | enormous enlarged

intermission | unsuccessfully unexpectedly

distracting | disturbed

Phonics Practice

THIS SHOULD TAKE NO MORE THAN 5 MINUTES.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.3.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in

decoding words. C. Decode multi-syllable words. Use the words for each chapter listed below.

For instructions and a sample script, refer to Effective Instruction Resources: Vocabulary
Instruction Protocol, DAY 1 Part Il.

Tier 2 Vocabulary List Possibilities

Chapter 1 Chapter 2 | Chapter 3 | Chapter4 | Chapter5 Chapter 6 | Chapter 7
mysterious [character constantly (character appreciate |strolled
dialogue sentimental |dialogue breathy fascination
waltz slithered suspense scampered
cozy waltz
glittering character
curiously  |dialogue

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene
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Vocabulary Activity Menu

Whole group: complete one of the vocabulary maps for each word as you encounter the word

in the text during the second read. Post as anchor charts for future reference.

Refer to Resources: Effective Instruction - Vocabulary Instruction Protocol section of this unit

for detailed instructions.

General Review

Variation 1) Students use their personal glossaries and/or vocabulary
maps in the Reading Response Journal to ask peers for a meaning, a

sentence for, or synonyms for a given word.

Word Relationships

Variation 3) Teacher creates analogies for students to complete. Later,
students can create their one for classmates to complete. ex: A
DETERMINED person is someone who is really set on getting something
done, while a WAVERING person is

Connect to Self

Variation 1) Direct connection ex: ELOQUENT reminds me of the
president because he has to make a lot of speeches and say them
correctly with just the right words.

Generate Situations,
Contexts, and

Variation 2) The teacher poses questions that require students to use

vocabulary across various contexts.

Examples What would a SPLENDID day for ducks be like?
What would be a SPLENDID meal for vegetarians?
Writing Variation 1) Students use sentence stems, including the word ‘because’

or ‘when’.

The king was (student inserts vocabulary word) because

Yesterday I~ (student inserts vocabulary word) — when

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene 11




Text Dependent Questions for Comprehension and Building Connections

FIRST READ (For all chapters)
PURPOSE: Students partner read for general understanding and enjoyment.

3.RL.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the
answers.

3.SL.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Use general understanding/detail question stems to discuss at the end of each partner’s
turn.

Highlight today’s vocabulary in the text or on sticky notes as you read.

Revisit vocabulary boxes/personal glossaries. Now that you’ve read the word in context, do you
need to add additional definitions or other information?

Close Read 1 Close Read 2 Close Read 3
Activities Activities Activities
Text Access e whole group choral e whole group choral e partner read
Options read read e solo read

e triangle read
around groups
e partner read

e triangle read
around groups
e partner read

Before Reading

3.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and

expressing their own clearly.

Essential Question discussion (initial or review) - overall unit and for this book.
Students read synopsis on back of book, discuss with peers. Make general
predictions.

Vocabulary Day 1 Protocol for new words.
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Chapter 1

Close Read 1 Close Read 2 Close Read 3

3.RL.3 Describe charactersina |The second graders are
story (e.g., their traits, | . h t it d
motivations, or feelings) and earning how 1o writeé goo
explain how their actions stories. What good
contl;ibute to the sequence of writing tipS are listed in
events. . .

this chapter? Write them
in your Good Stories
Have... chart, along with
the page number where

you found them.

What descriptions does
the author give to help
us understand Gooney
Bird’s personality? Give
examples from the text.
Write your findings in the
Character Analysis Chart.

After Reading

3.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. a) Establish a situation and introduce a narrator
and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

Review this book’s essential question. Discuss additions that can be made to
the list of possible answers. Add them to the EQ charts.

Brainstorming activity: As a class, use the left side of a sentence web to
create an interesting character to include later in a narrative writing
assignment.

Chapter 2

Before Reading

3.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.

Essential Question review and discussion - overall unit and for this book.

As a class, refer back to Chapter 1 - page 3, paragraphs 2 and 6. Use these
pieces of text during your discussion of the essential questions. Add to the
EQ charts if needed.

Students quickly share their interesting character descriptions (sentence web)
from yesterday with peers.

Students review their vocabulary words from Chapter 1 using one variation
from the Vocabulary Instruction Protocol.

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene
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Close Read 1 Close Read 2 Close Read 3

3.L.4a Determine or clarify the What good writing tips 3.RL.3 Describe characters
meaning of unknown and multi- . . . in a story (e.g., their traits,
meaning words and phrases, are I|Sted In thIS Chapter'7

motivations, or feelings) and

choosing flexibly from arange | \\/rite them in your Good | explain how their actions

of strategies: Use sentence-
level context as a clue to the Stories Have... chart,
meaning of a word or phrase. events.

alon ith the page .
Refer back to page 19. gw pag What descriptions
Reread. Use context,

contribute to the sequence of

number where you found does the author give to

prior knowledge, and them. help us understand

word study skills to infer other characters’

the meaning of: personalities? Choose
Double-crested 2 characters (not
cormorant Gooney Bird Greene).

Fill in the Character

Red-necked Analysis Chart for
grebe

them. Give examples
Laysan Albatross and page numbers

from the text.

After Reading

3.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Whole group: using the book as a mentor text, discuss what wording the
author uses to make other characters (not Gooney Bird Greene) interesting
and realistic.

Complete the left side of another sentence web, perhaps using some of the
author’s word choices, to create another interesting character

Whole group: discuss possible actions that both characters will be doing
together.

Answer the questions on the right side of each sentence web.

Chapter 3

Before Reading

3.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.

Essential Question review and discussion - overall unit and for this book.

Day 1 Protocol for new vocabulary.

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene
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Review previous vocabulary using one variation from the Vocabulary

Activities menu.

Students quickly share their interesting character descriptions and events
(sentence web) from yesterday with peers.

Close Read 1

Close Read 2

Close Read 3

3.RL.7 Explain how specific
aspects of a text’s illustrations
contribute to what is conveyed
by the words in a story (create
mood, emphasize aspects of a
character or setting).

How does the illustration
on page 23 help us
understand what is
happening in the story?

What do the details in
this illustration tell us
about Gooney Bird’s

personality?

What do the details in
this illustration tell us
about Mrs. Pidgeon’s
classroom?

R.CCR.4 Analyze the structure
of texts, including how specific
sentences, paragraphs, and
larger portions of the text relate
to each other and the whole.

R.CCR.6 Assess how point of
view or purpose shapes the
content and style of a text.

Why might the author
choose to use two
different font sizes on
page 257

Consider Gooney Bird’s
personality. Why might
the author’s font be
smaller than the Gooney
Bird’s font?

After Reading

3.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,

descriptive details, and clear event sequences. a) Establish a situation and introduce a narrator
and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. b) Use dialogue and
descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the
response of characters to situations.

Review this book’s essential question. Discuss additions that can be made to

the list of possible answers. Add them to the EQ chart and in your Reading

Response Journals.

Brainstorming activity: Create dialogue between your two characters.

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene
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Chapter 4

Before Reading

3.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.

Essential Question review and discussion - overall unit and for this book.

Day 1 Protocol for new vocabulary.
Review previous vocabulary.

Students quickly share their interesting dialogue from yesterday with peers.

Close Read 1 Close Read 2 Close Read 3
3.RL.7 Explain how specific Work in pairs or small 3.RL.9 Compare and
aspects of a text’s illustrations contrast the themes,

contribute to what is conveyed | groups to choose 2 more
by the words in a story (create
mood, emphasize aspects of a
character or setting). Add this information to

settings, and plots of stories
characters to analyze. written by the same author
about the same or similar

i haracters. ASSUMING
the Character Analysis characters

Look at the illustration on Chart. GOONEY BIRD GREENE
page 39. Based on what AS THE AUTHOR.

you know about the Search Chapters 1-4
classmates of for Gooney Bird’s

Watertower Elementary
School, who are the
characters in this
illustration? Give
evidence from the text to
support your opinion similarities do you
(Chapters 1-4). notice? Write your

stories. Reread the
ending paragraphs
from each of her
stories. What

observations on the in
your Reading
Response Journals.

After Reading

3.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Add to the Good Stories Have... Chart by searching for parts in Chapter 4
that specifically describe good writing tips.

Decide which of your characters will the a main character, and which will be

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene
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the secondary character.

Work in pairs to add more descriptive words and phrases to your writing,
and/or substitute words for those you already have (revision).

Add a new sentence beginning to the end of your work: Suddenly...

Brainstorm ideas - what might happen suddenly?

Chapter 5

Before Reading

Essential Question review and discussion - overall unit and for this book. Add
any new thoughts to the EQ charts.

Day 1 Protocol for new vocabulary.

Review previous vocabulary using one variation from the Vocabulary

Activities Menu..

Students quickly share their writing from yesterday.

Close Read 1

Close Read 2

Close Read 3

3.RL.3 Describe characters in a
story (e.g., their traits,
motivations, or feelings) and
explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of

events.

Reread page 54. What
changes in the
characters do you
notice? Why do you
think they have made
those changes? Make
additions to the
Character Analysis Chart
to show these changes.

R.CCR.3 Analyze how and why
individuals, events, and ideas
develop and interact over the
course of a text.R.CCR.6
Assess how point of view or
purpose shapes the content and
style of a text.

Reread page 55. What
do you notice about the
mood of the classroom

and the students? Why
might it be this way?

3.RL.9 Compare and
contrast the themes,
settings, and plots of stories
written by the same author
about the same or similar
characters (e.g., in books
from a series). ASSUMING
GOONEY BIRD GREENE AS
THE AUTHOR.

Reread the end of
Gooney Bird’s story on
page 66. How does
this ending compare to
the endings in her
other stories?

Now reread page 68.
What are your
thoughts? Do we
need to add
information to our
comparison chart for

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene
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Gooney Bird’s stories?
If so, what?

After Reading

Discuss additions that can be made to the list of possible answers. Add them
to the EQ chart and in your Reading Response Journals.

Make any additions to our Good Stories Have...Chart

Writing: Review yesterday’s ideas of unexpected events that could happen
suddenly. Work in small groups or pairs to begin writing about ONE sudden
event, adding it to the character scenario in writing journals.

Chapter 6

Before Reading

Review and discuss Essential Questions.

Day 1 Protocol for new vocabulary.

Review previous vocabulary using one variation from the Vocabulary

Activities Menu.

Students quickly share their writing additions from yesterday.

Close Read 1

Close Read 2

Close Read 3

Reread, beginning at the
5th paragraph on page
71 through the two top
paragraphs on page 72.
What changes in the
characters do you
notice? Do we need to
add to our Character
Analysis Chart? If so,
what?

3.L.4a Determine or clarify the
meaning of unknown and multi-
meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range
of strategies: Use sentence-
level context as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

Refer back to page 72.
Reread the first
paragraph of Gooney
Bird’'s story. Use
context, prior knowledge,
and word study sKkills to
infer the meaning of

loosetrife.

Refer back to page 73.
Reread the last
paragraph on the page.
Use context, prior

Do we need to make
any additions to our
vocabulary charts? If
so, what?

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene
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knowledge, and word
study skills to infer the
meaning of cosmos and

oxeye daisies.

After Reading

Review this book’s essential question. Discuss additions that can be made to
the list of possible answers. Add them to the EQ chart and in your Reading
Response Journals.

3.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. a) Establish a situation and introduce a narrator
and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. b) Use dialogue and

descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the
response of characters to situations.

Brainstorming activity: Work in small groups or pairs to continue writing about
ONE sudden event, adding details, descriptions, and additional dialogue.

Chapter 7 Before Reading
Essential Question review and discussion - overall unit and for this book. Add
any new thoughts to the EQ charts.

Day 1 Protocol for new vocabulary.

Review previous vocabulary using one variation from the Vocabulary
Activities Menu.

Students quickly share their writing additions from yesterday.

Close Read 1 Close Read 2 Close Read 3
Reread the second Reread, beginning with Do we need to make
paragraph on page 82. | the very last sentence on | any additions to our

Why might the author
make Gooney Bird
Greene look ordinary
here?

page 87 through the end | Good Stories Have...
of page 88. Why would | Charts? If so, what?
Felicia Ann ask this
question?

Why would the author
say Felicia Ann’s voice

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene




was “surprisingly loud”?

Do we need to make any
additions to our
Character Analysis
Charts? If so, what?

After Reading

Review this book’s essential question, and the essential question for the
whole unit. Make additions to the EQ charts and in your Reading Response
Journals.

Work in small groups or pairs to finish writing about the sudden event, added
to the character scenario in their writing journals. Remember: this is a first

draft! Additional work can be done on this piece at other times of the school

day, if desired. This writing piece will be turned in as part of the end-of-book
assessment.

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene
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Anchor Chart Samples

Character Analysis Chart

Character Appearance Personality Actions
Name
Gooney e 2nd grader e likes to be “right smack e tells only
Bird Greene (pg. 1) in the middle of absolutely
e wears everything” (pg. 1) true stories
unusual is a good student (pg. 2)

outfits (pg. 1,
pg. 2

® wears
unusual

hairstyles (pg.

2)

enjoys unusual lunches
(pg-2)

Good Stories Have...

A beginning, middle, and end (pg. 5)

Interesting characters (pg. 8)

3" Grade — Unit 2: Gooney Bird Green Series Book 1: Gooney Bird Greene
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Book Assessment Answer Key

QUESTION

CCSS STANDARD

1. As the second graders in this book learn to become
good story tellers, they learn that, “stories are out there,
invisible, and waiting” to be told (page 84). List 3
details from the book that help the students understand
what authors do to create good stories. Write the page
number where you found each detail.
Possible answers:
e All stories have a beginning, middle, and end

(page 95).

Authors make the characters interesting (page 8)

Authors include dialogue between characters

(page 16)

e Authors use techniques to add suspense (page 16,
or 42)

e Authors tell a lot about the main character (page
45)

e Authors use flash-back or “flash-forward” to add
details to a story (page 49)

e Authors include unexpected events to add interest
(page 59)

e Storytellers sometimes have special outfits to add
interest (page 69)

e Authors write interesting titles (page 78)

R.CCR.1 Read closely to determine
what the text says explicitly and make
logical inferences from it; cite specific
textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn
from the text.

3.RL.1 Ask and answer questions to
demonstrate understanding of a text,
referring explicitly to the text as the

basis for answers.

2. Choose one character (not Gooney Bird Greene).
Describe how that character changed from the beginning
of the book to the end. Explain what happened to cause
that character to change. Use your character analysis
chart and your reflection log to help you.

Answers should reflect usage of the character analysis
chart (created, whole group, by you and your students
during readings). Character changes occurred because
of positive influences from Gooney Bird Greene.

R.CCR.3 Analyze how and why
individuals, events, and ideas develop
land interact over the course of a text.

3.RL.3 Describe characters in a story
(e.g., their traits, motivations, or
feelings) and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events.

3. In your book, on page 42, paragraph 11, it says,
“Gooney Bird shook her head a little so that the earrings

R.CCR.4 Interpret words and phrases
as they are used in a text, including

determining technical, connotative, and
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moved and sparkled in a glamorous way.” What does
glamorous mean? What other words from the story
connect to glamorous? Use your word webs to help you.
Possible answers:

Definition — excitingly attractive, fancy, ritzy, in an
expensive way

Connection words may include — palace, tiara,
chandelier, glittering/glittered, etc.

figurative meanings, and analyze how
specific word choices shape meaning or
tone.

3.RL.4 Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are used in a
text, distinguishing literal from
nonliteral language.

4. Gooney Bird tells many different stories in this book.
Compare/contrast them. What do all of her stories have
in common? Use your story comparison chart to help
you. Use the names of the stories and/or page numbers
in your answer(s).

Possible answers:

e They are all absolutely true.

® They all have similar endings — hug, kiss, dance
® None of them are violent

® They are all about Gooney Bird, she is the hero

R.CCR.5 Analyze the structure of
texts, including how specific sentences,
paragraphs, and larger portions of the
text relate to each other and the whole.
R.CCR.9 Analyze how two or more
texts address similar themes or topic in
order to build knowledge or to compare
the approaches the author takes -
assuming Gooney Bird Greene is the
author.

3.RL.5 Refer to parts of stories,
dramas, and poems when writing and
speaking about a text, using terms such
las chapter, scene, and stanza; describe
lhow each successive part builds on
earlier sections.

3.RL.9 Compare and contrast themes,
settings, and plots of stories written by
the same author about the same or
similar characters (e.g., in books from a
series).

5. Look on page 41 of your book. Half of the page is
written in large font, and the other half is written in small
font. What is the author’s purpose for doing this?
Possible answers:

e Different sized font makes a clear distinction
between the story that Gooney Bird is telling and
the story that Lois Lowry is telling.

e Gooney Bird’s stories are written in large print
because her personality is so large.

R.CCR.6 Assess how point of view or
purpose shapes the content and style of
la text.

R.CCR.7 Integrate and evaluate
content presented in diverse formats
land media, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.

3.RL.7 Explain how specific aspects of
a text’s illustrations contribute to what
is conveyed by the words in a story
(e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects
of a character or setting).
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6. Look back at your chara