












































































In	
  1942,	
  the	
  Nazis	
  instituted	
  the	
  concentration	
  camps,	
  where	
  prisoners	
  were	
  worked	
  to	
  death,	
  
shot,	
  or	
  gassed.	
  	
  The	
  vast	
  majority	
  of	
  German	
  and	
  Polish	
  Jews	
  ended	
  up	
  in	
  these	
  camps;	
  relatively	
  few	
  
survived	
  Hitler’s	
  Final	
  Solution.	
  	
  The	
  Allies	
  liberated	
  the	
  camps	
  in	
  1945,	
  with	
  the	
  defeat	
  of	
  the	
  Axis	
  
Powers.	
  	
  Hitler	
  would	
  not	
  live	
  to	
  face	
  trial	
  for	
  the	
  genocide	
  he	
  had	
  orchestrated.	
  	
  He	
  committed	
  suicide	
  in	
  
April,	
  1945,	
  when	
  the	
  Red	
  Army	
  invaded	
  Germany.	
  

Jesse	
  Owens	
  
James	
  Cleveland	
  Owens	
  was	
  born	
  in	
  Lawrence	
  County,	
  Alabama	
  in	
  1913	
  and	
  raised	
  in	
  Cleveland,	
  

Ohio.	
  	
  Owens,	
  the	
  grandson	
  of	
  a	
  slave,	
  was	
  often	
  sick	
  as	
  a	
  child.	
  	
  He	
  was	
  given	
  the	
  name	
  Jesse	
  by	
  a	
  teacher	
  
in	
  Cleveland	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  understand	
  his	
  country	
  accent.	
  

Jesse	
  grew	
  up	
  in	
  poverty,	
  taking	
  odd	
  jobs	
  delivering	
  groceries,	
  loading	
  freight	
  cars,	
  and	
  working	
  in	
  
a	
  shoe	
  repair	
  shop	
  as	
  a	
  young	
  teenager.	
  	
  During	
  this	
  time,	
  he	
  realized	
  that	
  he	
  had	
  a	
  passion	
  for	
  running,	
  
encouraged	
  by	
  his	
  junior-­‐high	
  track	
  coach.	
  

Owens	
  first	
  came	
  to	
  national	
  attention	
  when	
  he	
  was	
  a	
  high	
  school	
  student	
  and	
  equaled	
  the	
  record	
  
of	
  9.4	
  seconds	
  in	
  the	
  100-­‐yard	
  dash	
  and	
  long-­‐jumped	
  24	
  feet	
  91⁄2	
  inches	
  at	
  the	
  1933	
  National	
  High	
  
School	
  Championship	
  of	
  Chicago.	
  

Owens	
  attended	
  Ohio	
  State	
  University	
  where	
  he	
  won	
  a	
  record	
  of	
  eight	
  individual	
  NCAA	
  
championships.	
  	
  Although	
  Owens	
  enjoyed	
  athletic	
  success,	
  he	
  had	
  to	
  live	
  off	
  campus	
  with	
  other	
  African-­‐
American	
  athletes.	
  	
  When	
  he	
  traveled	
  with	
  the	
  team,	
  he	
  had	
  to	
  eat	
  at	
  “black-­‐only”	
  restaurants,	
  and	
  sleep	
  
in	
  “black-­‐only”	
  hotels.	
  

In	
  1936	
  Owens	
  was	
  selected	
  to	
  compete	
  for	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  in	
  the	
  Summer	
  Olympics	
  in	
  Berlin.	
  
Adolf	
  Hitler	
  was	
  using	
  the	
  games	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  world	
  a	
  resurgent	
  Nazi	
  Germany	
  and	
  the	
  superiority	
  of	
  the	
  
Aryan	
  race.	
  	
  Owens,	
  however,	
  won	
  four	
  gold	
  medals.	
  	
  Hitler	
  publicly	
  snubbed	
  Owens,	
  shaking	
  hands	
  only	
  
with	
  German	
  victors.	
  

When	
  Owens	
  returned	
  to	
  the	
  United	
  States,	
  he	
  was	
  given	
  a	
  hero’s	
  welcome,	
  but	
  it	
  was	
  short-­‐lived.	
  
As	
  an	
  African-­‐American	
  before	
  the	
  Civil	
  Rights	
  movement	
  in	
  America,	
  Owens	
  suffered	
  the	
  injustices	
  of	
  his	
  
race	
  and	
  eventually	
  filed	
  for	
  bankruptcy.	
  	
  It	
  wasn’t	
  until	
  1966	
  that	
  his	
  rehabilitation	
  began	
  and	
  he	
  lived	
  
out	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  his	
  life	
  as	
  a	
  U.S.	
  goodwill	
  ambassador.	
  	
  Owens	
  died	
  of	
  lung	
  cancer	
  at	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  66.	
  
(BookTies)	
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Extension	
  Activities	
  
The	
  Book	
  Thief	
  
Writing	
  –	
  Research:	
   W.7-­‐8.7-­‐9	
  

Students	
  will	
  conduct	
  sustained	
  research	
  projects	
  to	
  answer	
  question	
  (including	
  a	
  self-­‐generated	
  
question)	
  or	
  solve	
  problem;	
  narrow	
  or	
  broaden	
  the	
  inquiry	
  when	
  appropriate;	
  synthesize	
  multiple	
  
sources	
  on	
  the	
  subject,	
  demonstrating	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  subject	
  under	
  investigation.	
  (W.7-­‐8.7)	
  	
  

Students	
  will	
  gather	
  relevant	
  information	
  from	
  multiple	
  authoritative	
  print	
  and	
  digital	
  sources,	
  using	
  
advanced	
  searches	
  effectively;	
  assess	
  the	
  usefulness	
  of	
  each	
  source	
  in	
  answering	
  the	
  research	
  question;	
  
integrate	
  information	
  into	
  the	
  text	
  selectively	
  to	
  maintain	
  the	
  flow	
  of	
  ideas,	
  avoiding	
  plagiarism	
  and	
  
following	
  a	
  standard	
  format	
  for	
  citation.	
  (W.7-­‐8.8)	
  	
  

Students	
  will	
  draw	
  evidence	
  from	
  literary	
  or	
  informational	
  texts	
  to	
  support	
  analysis,	
  claims,	
  reflection,	
  
and	
  research.	
  (W.	
  7-­‐8.	
  9)	
  

Possible	
  Research	
  Topics:	
  

• Concentration	
  Camps
• Survivors
• Liberators/Rescuers/Resisters
• Starvation-­‐lack	
  of	
  food	
  and	
  nutrition
• World	
  War	
  II-­‐	
  Important	
  Leaders
• World	
  War	
  II-­‐Important	
  Events
• Nazi	
  Propaganda
• Holocaust	
  War	
  Criminals
• Lessons	
  learned	
  from	
  the	
  Holocaust
• The	
  Japanese	
  American	
  Interment	
  Camp
• Voices	
  of	
  the	
  Holocaust
• Anne	
  Frank
• Tolerance/Intolerance
• Children	
  of	
  the	
  Holocaust
• Nuremberg	
  Trials
• What	
  was	
  the	
  Final	
  Solution?
• Hate	
  Groups
• Nazi	
  Beliefs
• Liberation
• Boxcar	
  Horrors
• Acts	
  of	
  Courage
• Daily	
  Life	
  in	
  the	
  Camps
• Star	
  of	
  David
• Doctors	
  of	
  the	
  Holocaust
• Medical	
  Experiments	
  of	
  the	
  Holocaust
• The	
  Story	
  of	
  Raoul	
  Wallenberg
• Death	
  Marches
• Book	
  Burning 8	
  



Writing	
  –	
  Narrative:	
   W.7-­‐8.3-­‐6	
  

Students	
  will	
  compose	
  narratives	
  to	
  develop	
  real	
  or	
  imagined	
  experiences	
  or	
  events	
  using	
  effective	
  
technique,	
  well-­‐chosen	
  details,	
  and	
  well-­‐structured	
  event	
  sequences.	
  

Possible	
  Narrative	
  Topics	
  

• An	
  experience	
  that	
  led	
  to	
  renewed	
  faith
• An	
  encounter	
  that	
  changed	
  your	
  life
• An	
  experience	
  that	
  left	
  you	
  disillusioned
• A	
  significant	
  misunderstanding
• A	
  dangerous	
  experience
• A	
  moment	
  of	
  failure	
  or	
  success
• A	
  frightening	
  experience
• A	
  memorable	
  journey
• An	
  encounter	
  of	
  someone	
  or	
  something	
  you	
  were	
  afraid	
  of
• A	
  unique	
  friendship
• Your	
  bond	
  between	
  mother/father	
  and	
  child
• An	
  occasion	
  when	
  you	
  experienced	
  rejection
• An	
  occasion	
  when	
  you	
  befriended	
  an	
  outcast
• An	
  event	
  that	
  marked	
  a	
  turning	
  point	
  in	
  your	
  life
• A	
  rebellious	
  act
• A	
  brush	
  with	
  death
• Two	
  different	
  versions	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  event
• An	
  experience	
  that	
  altered	
  your	
  view	
  of	
  someone
• An	
  imaginary	
  encounter	
  with	
  a	
  real	
  person
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Other	
  Extension	
  Activities:	
  

• Scene	
  Performance	
  –	
  Students	
  will	
  work	
  in	
  small	
  groups	
  and	
  enact	
  chapters	
  from	
  the	
  novel.
Switch	
  up	
  the	
  chapters	
  and	
  students	
  so	
  everyone	
  has	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  perform.

• Fake	
  Book	
  http://www.classtools.net/FB/home-­‐page	
  -­‐	
  The	
  students	
  may	
  use	
  this	
  site	
  to	
  create	
  a
web	
  page	
  that	
  details	
  the	
  persons	
  of	
  the	
  text.	
  The	
  students	
  will	
  choose	
  images	
  of	
  actors,	
  real
people,	
  historical	
  images,	
  primary	
  source	
  documents,	
  etc…	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  portray	
  the	
  novel’s
characters,	
  tone,	
  theme,	
  and	
  style.

• Draw	
  the	
  Setting	
  –	
  Students	
  will	
  draw	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  descriptions	
  of	
  the	
  setting	
  in	
  the	
  text,	
  or	
  create	
  a
model	
  of	
  collage	
  of	
  the	
  setting.

• Other	
  Works	
  –	
  Students	
  will	
  read	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  author’s	
  other	
  works	
  and	
  write	
  a	
  comparative	
  paper
discussing	
  the	
  similarities	
  and	
  differences	
  in	
  style,	
  themes,	
  and	
  structure.

• Study	
  Guide	
  –	
  Students	
  will	
  prepare	
  a	
  study	
  guide	
  for	
  the	
  class.
• Political	
  cartoon	
  –	
  Choose	
  a	
  political	
  cartoon	
  regarding	
  one	
  or	
  more	
  of	
  the	
  novel’s	
  topics.	
  Analyze

the	
  cartoon	
  using	
  the	
  following	
  resource:
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf

8b	
  

The Book Thief

http://www.classtools.net/FB/home-page
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf



